
 

 

 

TEDMED 2017 conference November 1-3 in Palm Springs, CA 

 

Overview 

Every year, TEDMED’s stage program features innovative thinkers from inside and outside the 
worlds of science, health, and medicine. TEDMED is looking for speakers who will open minds 
to new possibilities, and change how we think about challenges in science, health, and medicine, 
and seed unique collaborations. 

Selection for the TEDMED stage is determined by many factors – including the session themes 
and programmatic fit.   

Nominator information 

Nominator’s name: Melody Hudson 

Nominator’s e-mail: melody.hudson@rrpartners.com  

Organization: R&R Partners 

Job title: Associate director of public relations 

Phone: 480-263-2339 

Have you attended TEDMED before? No 

Basic nominee information 

Title: Dr.  
 
First: Sethuraman  
 
Last: Panchanathan  
 
Organization: Arizona State University Office of Knowledge Enterprise Development 
 
Position: Executive vice president and chief research innovation and strategic partnerships 
officer 
 
E-mail: panch@asu.edu 
 
Phone: 480-965-3699 

What is the central idea, topic or concept (50 words or less)? In alignment with the session five 
of the TEDMED conference, Human +: 



Dr. Panchanathan will present a case for why breakthroughs in the field of regenerative 
medicine can only come by uniting scientific disciplines into flexible research settings that 
tackle overall universal challenges in medicine and health. 

Why is this idea timely now? How is this a significant difference from the status quo in health, 
medicine or society?  
 
Modern medicine is approaching the limits of improving health and prolonging life 
through traditional medication, surgeries and therapies. The future is in regenerative 
medicine- understanding and harnessing the body’s natural abilities to heal itself.  
 
True innovation like this is only made possible when scientists, engineers, artists and 
thinkers collaborating their efforts to focus on specific goals. ASU has been recognized as a 
leader in this type of collaborative research and bringing the results to market as viable, 
patented products. 
 
Additional comments:  
 
Background 
 
How do you know or how did you hear about the nominee?  
 
R&R Partners has worked with Dr. Panchanathan to promote international recognition for 
the innovation taking place at ASU KED under his leadership and vision. 
 
Have you heard this person speak publicly? If so, where?  
 
Yes. Dr. Panchanathan is a highly experienced public speaker on a variety of fields and 
subjects, and regularly presents at academic conferences and innovation gatherings 
worldwide.  
 
To review Dr. Panchanathan’s achievements click here, and to see a recent Tedx he gave at 
Arizona State University about how the university fosters a culture of innovation to create 
solutions to grand challenges such as vision impairment, click here.  
 
Provide a brief biography of the nominee (150 words or less).  
 
“Panch”, as he is known to both his students and colleagues, serves as the executive vice 
president and chief research and innovation officer at the office of knowledge enterprise 
development at Arizona State University. He is a member of the U.S. National Science 
Board and the National Advisory Council on Innovation and Entrepreneurship.  

 
During his tenure, ASU has been recognized as the most innovative university in the United 
States.  His specialty is in the application of innovative technology to enhance the lives of 
persons with disabilities. 
 



How ready is the idea for wide application?  
 
The idea of regenerative medicine is ready and extremely relevant for application. 
Artificial skin and cartilage are examples of engineered tissues that have been approved by 
the FDA and are currently in use. The field of regenerative medicine is continuously 
evolving, and is currently being researched at ASU.  
 
The rapid growth in patented, actionable innovations coming out of a research institution 
organized along the lines outlined above at ASU has already outpaced that of Duke, Yale, 
Carnegie Mellon, and Dartmouth. 
 
Please provide any relevant informational links about the speaker or topic.  
 

• Dr. Panchanathan’s biography  
https://research.asu.edu/about-us/research-leadership/sethuraman-panch-panchanathan  
 

• ASU KED recognized for work at stimulating brain repair after trauma injuries 
https://asunow.asu.edu/20151005-neural-repair  
 

• ASU KED program to “edit” ear genes to repair hearing loss 
https://asunow.asu.edu/20160926-looking-bigger-roles-game-changing-leaps-tech-
capabilities  
 

• ASU KED work helps repair neurodegenerative diseases like Alzheimer’s  
https://asunow.asu.edu/20160727-labs-lives-self-replicating-cells-help-treat-neuro-
disorders  

 
Please provide links to videos of the speaker presenting. 
  

• Dr. Panchanathan speaking on a similar topic at an independently organized TEDx 
talk at ASU 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BtuzWo6KcI8 

 
• Dr. Panchanathan speaking to the Arizona Education Impact Forum 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7rsse0ZXrT4&t=283s 
 
Has nominee previously attended TEDMED?  
No. 
 
*This article was ghost written by Melody Hudson, APR, on behalf of paid public relations efforts by 
the client (Arizona State University). This content is for internal review purposes only as a part of The 
University of Arizona’s consideration of working with Gordley Group on similar projects, and is the sole 
property of R&R Partners (the hired agency of record in which Melody Hudson, APR worked for at the 
time this article was written) and Arizona State University (the client). This content is not intended to 
be shared outside of the firm’s proposal submission.  


